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Home Mission Echoes 


This paper is publizhed monthly under the auapices jointly of the American, Baptis: H ome 


Mis 


gion Society and the Woman's American Baptist Home Misston Society, and represents 


manner the interens of both organizations, It aims to make a cheap, popular Home U, 


pertadical, attractive in its mechanical jeatures, interesting to oid and young in its van 
with numerous iHuatrations during the year. EE OR RIG Wea 74 
Mrs. Jas. McWhinnie, aten editor, Rev, Howard B, Groz has charge © 


Melon Society's Department, and Mrs. Anna Sargent Hunt charge of the {+5 06 wi for 


Young People.” All correspondence pertaining to the editorial department of the paper 
be went to Mrs. M. C. Reynolds, 3% Tremont Temple. 

Note the remarkably low terms : Subscription price per year, twenty-five cents 
copies and upwards to one address yearly, twenty cents each. 


Paztors, Sunday School Superintendents and all friends of Home Missioms are invited 1 


mote the circulation of the paper. 
Homs Musen Kues will be sent to all subscribers until ordered to be discontinus 
all arrears must be paid. 


All monies and letters pertaining to subscriptions should be sent to Gertfade L. Davis, B 


Manager of Hows Man Ecuors, $10 Tremont Temple, Bust6n, Mass 
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A nditory, — Lxoxanne F. Ro. Eg, N. V.; Kona L. Mastro. Ka N \ 
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The Annual 'Meeting 

MONG the good things 40 be enjoyed at the annual 
A this year will be an-account by Doctor More- 
house of the wonderful things be has seen in his trip to 
Cuba nud Porto Nico; an address on Life in Darkest 
America,” by Mrs. Annie McKean White, who speaks with 
authority on the Mormon problem; and addresses by Mrs. 
Francis E. Clark, of Auburndale, Kev. Oscar Heywood, 
of Waterbury, Conn., Mrs. Alice &. West, Miss Matilda 
Brown, Mrs. Le Claire, Mrs. J. A. Garrod, Mrs. A. ]. Hughes, 
Miss Louise Mc Whinnie, and others Miss Della Cabot. 
who Fang herself into the hearts of all who beard her in 
January, is also expected to sing for us. 


A PROGRAM on Mexico prepared by Miss Ellen 
Lynch, of Connecticut, is now ready, also a booklet 
on the — by Mis Annie 8. Dodge. of Cambridge, 
entitled © Fifty-four Years in America.” 
Both are exceedingly interesting and helpful Price of 
Mexico program, five cents ; of the booklet, ten cents. a 
Be sure to include with your order, money for postage. 


LADY who had a large experience in missionary 

matters wrote as follows: Don't be too anxious to 
have a special field or object of support. Give your money 
by an act of the most spiritual worship, directly to the Lord, 
and drop it quietly, laden with prayer, into the treasury, 
having confidence (you must have that) in those who dis 
tribute it for you, and let them send it where most needed 
Dedicate it wholly, not only to the glorious King, but to the 
Man of Sorrows; and if the Master wants twine strings. 
wrapper-paper, and pine boxes, so practical and unroman- 
tic, let your funds go for those to carry the Bible in.” 


6 N one of the steamers arriving in San Francisco a 

S few months ago, there were 150 Japanese. Seven 
or eight of this number were Christians. One of them told 
us that these. members of different denominations got to 
gether and held a little prayer mating on deck every day 
during the voyage. 

What an example that must have been to some of the 
passengers who were born and educated in Christian lands.” 


Fu ) _—_— . 


Our Echoes roll from soul to soul, 
And grow forever and forever.” 


— Fransen 
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The Woman's American Baptist Home Mission Society 


Editorial Notes 

HE Woman's American Baptist Home Mission 
Society closed its twenty-sixth year without 
- debt, and with a balance in its treasury for the 
general work of $5,000 and for Alaska of $500. 
This balance is necessary to carry on the 
work during the summer months, and we hope 
will enable us as we make our appropriations 
for the year to assume new work, The 
letters containing the gifts of the year tell of 
sacrifice, and love for our Home Mission 
and have often contained words of cheer and en- 
couragement which have been greatly appreciated. For 
the greater part of the year our loved Secretary has 
been laid aside by illness. We have missed her at all times 
and in all places, but her interest and prayers for the suc- 
dess of the work have been constantly with us and have 
been blessed, We continue to hear encouraging words from 
ber, and trust that ere long she will be with us again. 


work, 


Hun EcHors this month is devoted largely to our 
eien population. The missionaries of the American 
baptist Home Missjon Society,. Mr. St. James and Mr. Le 
( aire, tell us of work among the French Catholics, the 
Roumanians, Armenians, and the Greeks in New England. 
From Providence, R. I., and Hartford, Conn., we read of 
progress of Christian work among the Italians. The 
an ing note received in March from one of our workers 
ons how speedily love for God begets love for others : 


„ STAMFORD, Conn., March 26, 1904. 
Encloged you will find postal money-order for two 
ars from the Sunday school of the First Italian Baptist 


ent this place for the Alaska Orphanages. It is their 
rv misstonary effort.“ 
We most gladly welcome this Sunday school to our 


mber. Christian work among the Chinese in America is 
exented by one who has labored for them in foreign lands 
cur own land, while the letters from our teachers on 
ache Coast show increased interest in Chinese work 
there Hur own Swedish missionary, Miss Brown, gives us 


a glimpse of one day's work among her people as she wel- 
comes the incoming steamers to our port, and gives advice, 
encouragement; and help to the immigrants as they land. 
As you read the different accounts, I am sure you long 
for more aggressive work among all these people, and hope 
that as we make our appropriations for the year we may be 
able to advance. The same Power that in the early history 
of our country delivered it from Spanish and French rule, 
and made of this land a Protestant land, is now bringing to 
us all nationalities, that we, a Christian people, may have 
a large share in winning the whole world to Christ. May 
our watchword for the year be Opportunity, Responsibility. 


HE twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Woman's 

American Baptist Home Mission Society will 
be held in the West Somerville Baptist Church, 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 4 and 5, 1904, 
beginning at 2 . u., Wednesday, and closing 
Thursday afternoon. 

Take the elevated to the Sullivan Square Terminal, and 
then any Davis Square car. Leave at Davis Square. 

The workers' meeting will be held in the same church 
Wednesday morning, May 4th, at 10 A. u. y ; 

Simple meals will be served at the church at twenty-five 
cents a plate. Lodging and breakfast will be provided for 
all delegates from a distance. All who can comfortably 
reach home at night will be expected to do o All dele- 
gates desiring Sch entertainment should apply before April 
234 to Mrs. W. E Plummer, 25 Gibbens Street, Somer- 
ville. Mass. As most of the delegates can reach home 
after the close of the meeting, entertainment will be pro- 
vided for one night only, unless she states in her applica- 
tion that che desires entertainment for two nights. 

Attention is called to the following proposed amendment 
to the constitution of the Society, which will be prevented 
for action at the annual meeting by vote of the Board of 
Directors 

« That Article IV. of the By- Laws of the Society be 
amended by the addition of the following words : 

«+ There hall be elected at the annual meeting one mem- 
ber of the Society to serve as the representative of the 
__ upon the Committee of Reference.” 

GRACE COLEMAN LATHROP, Clerk. 
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The French in 


The French in The Monthly Bulletin of sta- 

Mansachusetts tistics for March, 1902, gives 
6.48 as the per cent. of persons of foreign parentage in Mas- 
nxachugetts cities of over twenty-ave thousand | inh{bitants, 
with variance as the two extr show. Fall River, 86.06, 
Haverhill, 48 $6, and the percentage will hold good in the 
towns and rural districtss Massachusetts is fast becoming 
ke Vermont, where rural and urban industries are exclu- 
vively in the hands of the new or foreign population, espe- 
cially the French Cinadian, In the southwestern part of 
Worcester County over two-thirds of the tarmhouses are 
occupied by foreigners. The same is true around Conway 
and Ashfield, The French, according to the State census 
in 189g, were 10.05 per cent. in Massachusetts. 

In the Forum of May, 1897, it was predicted that by the 
year 1910 there would be more French Canadians in the 
United States than in Canada. In 1890, there were only 
1,200,000 in Canada, and in 1897, over five hundred thou- 
sand in New England and New York. Sir Wilfred Laurier, 


premier of Canada, said in Paris, New England is fast 


becoming New. France, 

Not many years since, the French Canadians were as 
alien to our civilization as are the immigrants of Southern 
Europe. They have been reared in a different civilization, 
and were loyal to another race, another language, another 
religion. They were prejudiced against Protestantism, and 
often did hear in Canada in Catholic centres, If you go to 
the States, where Protestants abound, you will lose your 
dul.“ With that prejudice when they lost faith in the hier- 
archy (which seven-tenths of the men do), they lapsed into 
infidelity. But we bave made a beginning among them, 
and in a few places have scored success. There ate indica- 
tions of cutting loose from the Roman power, and of interest 
in. Bible study. 

Last summer Rev. Mr. Fairbrother, of Hudson, Mass., 


Said to the priest of the town: Sir, you have a much 


stronger hold on your young people than we ministers have.“ 
The priest replied, « We haven't the hold we had twenty or 
even ten years ago.” 

In the Worcester, Mass., Telegram of March 21, 1904, 
Priest Landrey is reported to have said, relative to a mis. 
son held in Notre Dame Church, that five hundred of the 
young men never came near the thing. Such is true of too 
many young men, vis, indifference. But it is also true that 
when men swing away from human power and creed, they 
are certainly more open to the influence of the Spirit, the 
salvation of Jesus, and the power of God. * 

In the summer of 1901, I preached for three months, five 


nights a week, from a gospel wagon in the city of Worcester. 


Mass. Several devoted Christidus helped me all the time. 
One intelligent man that summer went to his priest and said 
3 « Why don't you preach the gospel like that man on 
me wagon? Let us stay. Catholics, but let us have the gospel 
explained in full.” Well, I just as leave call myself a Catho- 
lic, just so they of that name study and practise the gospel. 
So these few * straws show the way the wind blows.” 


New England - 


I have been convinces: 


Wisdom of -an 
Evangelist the wisdom of just such wen! 
to the French as is now being donc, '/ 


wherever the door is open : 
interest the American people, and through the Ame 
people find the accessible French, to whom the gospel! 
be preached, also help the French brethren in their elde 
I began as evangelist January 1, 1994. I have visit: 
cleven places. Everywhere the people get inspiration and : 
struction, by their coming in contact with one from the He 
(at least they tell me so) In six places I stayed, one week 
in one, and two weeks each in the other five, and conducted 


purely evangelistic services. 


While in Salem with our energetic and painstaking Broth«: 
Brouillette, we visited the families, held meetings in houses, 
as well as in the hall. Five or six families by these means 
became deeply interested in Bible study, Brother Bro 
lette tells me that two of these fawyilies have since come e 
fully for the Bible and for Christ. 


Conway, This is an ideal place for 
Mass. just such work. There is a 
Catholic church in town, but no priest, about fifty Freuch 
families in village and vicinity, quite a few Irish. In com 
pany of the pastor, we visited the French families, whe: 
ever we had reason to believe we would be welcome. In 
every place we talked on religion. In several places we read 
the Scriptures. In one place I prayed with a sick woman 
twice. We announced a French meeting in the Baptist 
urch for 6.30 o'clock, before the English preaching 
hirty-two French people were out, and two-thirds more 
Americans at the service. The French stayed to the Eng 
lieh greaching. They understood English, but it takes a 
2 to move a Frenchman. It was a great meeting 
One family had come from five miles in the country, Of 
the twenty that day, March 27th, that took their stand for 
Christ. six are French, one a mother and her boy, with four 
other boys and girls. 
Three men came out the following week. Now there are 
seven families where the gospel has been introduced, bu! 
perhaps the difficulty in some places will be this. Will the 
pastor in the town as well as his people keep close to these / 
Will they visit and instruct them? Unless that is done, the 
coming of the French evangelist for one or two weeks + 
equal to nothing, for these cannot stand alone. They base 
not the knowledge and experience, and old acquaintances 
and customs will still have a charm. 

Will not our Baptist host arise to its responsibility an 
privilege of seek ing. finding, and piloting © the lost sheep © 
the household of Israel,“ in their own towns and cities“ | 
am assured that the interest above described can be dup! 
cated in many New England towns. Shall we have t 
Reader, what is your part in it? 

The preservation and perfection of the New Engl 
type of civilization and religion is so largely dependent up" 
the assimilation and absorption of foreigners, that c 
wise effort to accomplish this end ought to be unders!-4 
and encouraged by varied and adequate support. 

ARTHUR ST. James, 
French Evanget:-/ 
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- Of 


French for 
Nashua Le Claire, missionary 10 the 

7 n Nashua, N. H, being aware of the large number 
„ Armenians, and Roumanians who were without 

ch, resolved to try and help them to the best of his 

Their great demand was to know the Euglish 


In the summer of 1902, Mr. 


He opened his chapel to them, and, with his son, taught 
English a. few evenings each week. The religious 
{ their education was not neglected, and some: of them 

cd a desire to join the church. 
During the winter of 1903-4, Mr. Le Claire was the prime 
er in the movement for evening public schools. After 
h labor he attained his object, and now the evening- 


00] is filled to overflowing. The attendance at the even- 
school is better than that of the day-school._ 

Mr. Le Claire has at present, in connection with his 
trench work, a large Sunday-school class of these for- 
ners, who show great interest and zeal in this kind of 

Tx. ; / 

e contends- that the foreigners are very much misunder- 

1 by the public at large. They do not show to advan- 
age here, but it is the exception tov find one ti them with- 

a good education in his own language. Many of them, 

ingly well educated, there being many scholars and 
ers, are forced to mingle with the lower classes for not 

wing the English. I. R. L. C. 


nine men most prominent in the affairs of New 
bork at the time of the Revolution each repre- 
) «ented a different race. Hamilton came from the 
© Fnglich West Indies; Schuyler from Holland ; 
mn from Ireland; Herkimer from Germany; Living- 
"he from Scotland: Morris from Wales; Hoffman from 
Steuben from Prussia. and Jay from France. 
one of these has left his indelible imprint on the 
wry 0! our country, and every one was of his racial 
Dent, and the much better American and patriot for 
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ME. LE CLAIRE'S FVENING SCHOOL 


Chinese in New York | City 


fm, are about eighteen thousand Chinese men in 
gteaur New York, also quite a number of Chinese 
/adies, and some wwmen of other nationalities married to 
Chinese. : 

In some few places a quiet work is going on among the 
men. There is also the Chinese Young Men's Christian 
Association. 

A goodly proportion of the above-mentioned number live 
in * Chinatown,” New York City. Four or five of the 
Chinese women are converted, gnd two or three of them 
take pleasure in trying to help*and teach the others. A 
hopeful work is going on among the children. Most of 
them are learning to sing gospel hymns, and are being 
taught portions of Scripture in addition to other good 
things in the day and Sunday schools. 

Lovers of the Chi 
nese cannot but be 
thankful for every K- 
fort put forth on their 

chalf, especially in the 


assured that the time 
is coming when a rich 
harvest shall be reaped 
from the sed now 


season ye shall reap if 
ye faint not.“ 

But while thankful 
for all that has been 
and is being done, 1 
venture to state it is 
very little in compar- 
son to what would 
be, if only the word of 


in every mission school, 


and — _ and 
life of ev who 


teaches the Chinese. 

Since the year 1888, 
1 have been privileged 
to witness for the Lord 

. Jesus among Chinese in 
Central China and in the United States, and my 
teaches me. that often there is a far nobler type of Chris- 
tianity among Chinese believers in China than in the United 
States, and after searching carefully into the causes (50 far 
as they appear to be), am persuaded it is owing to the fact 
that in many mission school places the Scriptures have not 
the first place. 

It is a fact chat. a goodly number of Chinese, proſessing 
faith in Jesus, have not the entire Bible. It is a fact that 
those who have only the New Testament have not been 
taught to read the whole of it. 

O that ete long none but truly regenerated men and 
women of sedate character shall be allowed to engage in 
Chinese work in the churches of America; then the word of 
God will have the first place, and we shall know of many, 
many more Chinese- men and women being added to the 
Lord, and instead of New York, Boston, San Francisco, 
and other cities being their centres for filthy idol temples, 
ve may hope to see them erecting with voluntary, free-will 
offerings churches to the praise of his name, as Chinese 
Christians are doing now in some parts of China. 

This is a © burning matter in my heart. Therefore, heed 
it kindly, and join with me in prayer that ere long a great 
change may come for the better in Chinese work. 

The remedy I would suggest for that we grieve over, is the 
distribution of the entire Scriptures among the Chinese in 
their own language. It is easy for Christian workers to learn 
which dialect is best understood. Miss M. J. Uv ua WwoOon 


; 
| 


gospel, and may rest. 


God had the first place - 
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Italians in Providence 


N the winter ofgy 893, a Dane aud an Italian 
were working ether in a machine shop in 
Providence. K. I. The Dane was a Christian, 
RY and through his influence the Italian was 
brought to Christ, and made a public profession of his faith. 
A Bible was given bn in the Italian language, and it be- 
came his constant study day and night. He became ac- 
quainted with an Englishman, a member of the First 
Baptist Church, and he was a constant visitor at his home, 
Aal ing him to explain to him the word of God. Often he 
brought his Italian friends with him, that they, too, might 
learn of the way of life 
Soon he had the joy of sceing one of his countrymen 
brought to Christ. He 
[felt that something 
must be done to reach 
the great mass of the 
Italian populatiog 
around him. The. 
pastors of the First 
Baptist and Broad 
Avenue Churches, 
Providence, became 
interested, and 
through their influence 
and efforts, and that 
of others, a saloon 
was hired and a mis 
nom opened. A Bible 
ctass was formed, and 
an average of ten 
would meet to study the Word. A family of seven were 
converted and baptized. A Sunday school was organized. 
| Two years later the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society and the Rhode Island State Convention gave sub- 
stantial aid; à pastor was secured, and the mission was 
moved to a hall. It was interesting to note the appearance 
of the Christian men and women. The old vicious look 
was gone, and they became gentle, and even handsome in 
their appearance. 
A very interesting incident occurred at the death of one 

of the brethren who was taken away about three months 
after conversion. He had been taken sick with typhoid 
pneumonia, but during his brief sickness the Bible was his 
constant companion. His family, contrary to his desire, 
zent for the Roman Catholic priest, but when he came in 
the room, our brother told him very clearly that he did not 
.wish for, nor did he depend on any ministrations he could 
give, for he had the Word of God (holding up the book), 
which told him that Jesus had died for him, and the blood 
ol Jesus Christ cleansed him from all sin. The priest went 
away, and our brother died a triumphant Christian death, 
rejoicing in his hope in Christ, and he directed that the 
Bible which had been his solace should be buried witK*him, 
which was accordingly done. * 

The work prospered, and in 1901 the Rhode Island State 
Convention voted to raise money to build a chapel. A 
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ITALIAN CHURCH, PROVIDENCE, . I. 


neat and substantial building was erected. The present 
pastor is Rev. R. M. Gallassi. He is indefatigab]- 
labors. The meetings are well attended. 
been opened in another part of the city, and is doing ; 
The Christian Dane led the Italian to Christ, and th 
the Italian, many of his countrymen have been brought 


A missiot 


the Kingdom. 

Is not the highest patriotism to-day to eek to Ameri: 
ine and Christianize the mass of foreign-born men and 
women among us ? 


ITALIANS IN HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Hartford Baptist Union has supported a missionar\ 
among the Italians of Hartford, Connecticut, for near 


three years, and with very gratifying results. The prelin 


\ inary work among 
these people was denc 
by Rev M. Mazzucca. 
then of New Haven, 
now of Newark, X. 

Our present mission. 

ary, Rev. Antonio 

Roca, began work 

here in the summer 
„ of. 
; vices were held in a 
„ small room on Wind 
sor Street from D. 
cember 29, 1901, to 
— June 1, 1902, and 
since the latter date 
regular services have 
been held twice each 


Sunday in the First Baptist Church. 

Mr. Roca was ordained April 28, 1903. 

The attendance at the mission was very small at first, but 
now averages between thirty and forty. Eight Itahans 
have been baptized into the fellowship of the First Church, 
and they are all showing the true missionary spirit. A mid. 
week prayer - meeting is also held regularly, and this is wel! 
attended. The singing at the Sunday services is a prom! 
nent feature and is greatly enjoyed. 


Mission er 


Catholic Church and Immigrants 


HE New Vork Sun of April 21 has a letter from 3 

Roman Catholic priest of Connecticut, who argues 

that the Roman Catholic Church is unable to take sufficien! 

care of the incoming multitudes, hence many of them «+: 
cape from its influence and are diverted elsewhere. 

He claims that this country is overcrowded with Catho! 
subjects that clamor for attention, that the limited power o! 
the clergy prevent them from receiving. 

On the Italian side of immigration he quotes a writer n 
the Messemger : According to this contributor, five parisbes 
in New York city admit 95.000 souls cared for by eighteen 
Italian priests, — one clergyman to about five thousard 
With perfect organization, and Hlessed with most favorable 
conditions, no priest could do even meagre justice % 50 
many subjects 8 

That the task is impossible of accomplishment we may 
find convincing proof in the report of the New York Forrien 
Mission, in which five hundred children, . mostly Italian.“ 
are said to attend regularly one Baptist Sunday schoo! 


«A Day's Work Among the Immigrants in 
Boston 


BEAUTIFUL syany morning when we are 
watching the big steamer as it docks at Cu- 
nard Wharf, East Boston, March 25, 1904. 
As we see the immigrants get ready to leave 
the ship, coming with their bundles and bas- 


kets and all sorts of baggage, with an interest 
we do. watch while they all in a line cross the bridge and 
1144 into the examination-room, where they all have to be 
examined and answer personal questions, and instead of 

1 to see some 
friend or relatives, 
they do not see any 
one me; know, be- 

\use there is no one 
loved to enter the 
room except the mis- 
SIONATY And now 
there is a great op- 
portunity for mission- 
ry work. 

\s I. enter I see 
„me happy faces, but 
oh! how many sad 
{zces, some with tears 

their eyes. But as 
they recgive 4 hand 
of welcome and a word of cheer, they all at once brighten 
wp as they hear these words in their own mother tongue, 
ind how happy they feel when they understand there are 
ome missionaries they can talk to, and surely depend upon. 

[hen 1 find out where they are going, and they begin to 
tell their stories. Some are to stay in our own city, Boston; 
others are going out West; some are to be settled all over 
New England. All are in need of help and comfort. 

Oh, how my heart is filled with joy as 1 go about to help 
this dear, helpless people. As I went among them in the 
crowd, and spoke to the different ones, I found an old 
woman ; it seems to me she must have been nearly seventy 
vears old, 1 went to her and gave her a hand of welcome 
to this country, I inquired where she was going. -* Oh,” 
She said, „to America.” | | 

+ Well,” 1 said, * you are in America now, but what is 
the name of the place you are going to?” With tears in 
y*r eyes she answered, To my Son, and he has written that 
should be here to meet me.” 

| asked her for his address. After a little difficulty she 
z0t it, anch to the well-known place of Providence she was 
going. I told her not to worry, for her son would be there 
before she would be ready to leave, and I shall go out and 
See it | cannot find him for you.“ 

\With a smile in her face she said. God bless you.” As 
| came outside the gate, a lady came and inquired if ] was 

missionary. She told about ber. She said. My hus- 

Huld not come, and as I never have met her, I don't 

Ow how to find her.” When I told her that I just came 

there was not some one to meet her, and that | had 
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Seen her, she felt quite well, and of course she could not 
but feel happy. 


As I went back to the room, I told the woman about it. 


She said, You are kind.“ When I had spoken to the 
officers, I took her in and introduced her to her mother- 
in-law, and then both came before the Examining Board. 
The daughter-in-law had to certify that she would take 
care of the old lady before she could be released, When 
they were all ready to leave and say good-by, I told them 
how necessary it was to prepare for the end of our life's 
journey, £0 that Jesus could meet us and receive us to His 
kingdom, The woman said, * It is the very best.“ : 


Ten minutes after, I left them. 
There was a crowd of young men 
and women around me. Some wanted 
help to send telegrams, others wanted 
help with their tickets and baggage ; 
and during the work there is a 8p 
did opportunity for spiritual work ; 
also tor distributing tracts which 1 
have especially for the immigrants 

Then I have a calendar with the 
addresses of all the Swedish churches 
in the United States. 

When 1 have found out where they 
are going, I give them one of these 
and tell to find that church, 
and they will find true friends. 

Of course if they go to any place, 
they try to find such a church, and 
many of our young people have found 


* 


JUST ARRIVED 


Christ the first month they have been over here in the 
country, because their hearts are more ready for the gospel 
than at any other time in their lives. Many have been 
converted in our own church. 

What a blessing that we can meet them with the gospel 
at the very first, as they put their feet on the soil of our 
country, and in that way we can carry the gospel licht all 
over our country. ; 

There is never a better opportunity to do both foreign 
and home mission work than in our own city of Boston. 

For Christ and my people, 
MATILDA Brows. 


— ——— ES -- 
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All Records 
Broken the greatest wave of immigration 

we have ever known, and many are asking whether we 
hall be able to ride the flood in safety. In April, 1903, the 


We are just now on the. crest of 


* 


Hamburg- American steamer Pennsy/rania broke all pre- 
vious records by bringing 2,731 stecrage passengers to New 
York in one day. In June, the Hatatua, of the same line, 
surpassed that feat with 2,554. Immigration is giving us 
this year between 850,000 and goo,000 new inhabitants 
Not only is the volume of immigration impressive, almost 
appalling, but its character is arousing grave anxiety. In. 
Stead of drawing almost all our accessions from the United 
Kingdom, Germany, and Scandinavia, as formerly, we are 
getting the bulk of them from Italy, Austria-H ungary, and 
Russia. The problem of assimilation is a new one, and jt 
is not strange that it should excite apprehension. 


A New Trans- The American continent was 
planting of colonized by small bodies of ad- 
Peoples + venturers, whose numbers were not 


perceptibly missed by the countries from which they came. 
The present migration is entirely different. It is the up. 
rooting of entire nations, and their transplanting in another 
hemisphere. - In one case this has already been accom- 
plished. There are more people of Irish birth and parent- 
age now living in the United States than in Ireland. The 
centre of the Irish race has been transplanted from Ireland 


o America, Other races are now undergoing the game. 


process. The excess of births over deaths in Southern 
Italy isabout 1 38,000 a year. The immigration from that 
region to the United States in the fiscal year 1902 was 
152,883, and the figures for 1903 will be much larger. 
That is to say, we are absorbing the entire increase of the 
population of Southern Italy, and zomething more. The 


Slovaks of Hungary are another nationality that is being 


transplanted bodily to the United States. Their natural 
increase at home is about 28,000 a year. In 1902, 36,931 
of them entered this country. The annual surplus of births 
over deaths among the Russian Jews may amount to 
69,000, In 1902, the immigration of that element reached 
37,846, and there is hardly a doubt that the present perse- 
cutions will send it to a figure above the natural increase. 


We take the greater part, but not yet all, of the growth. 


of Austrian Poland. The people of that region would nat- 
urally increase at the rate of about 54,000 a year. They 
gave us 32,429 immigrants in 1902. This is a stream that 
is | rapidly swelling. The Croatians and Slovenians of 
Austria-Hungary are in similar case. Out of an annual 
increase of about 42,000 they sent us 30,223 last year. 


Grouped by It is only when the immigrants 
Races are grouped by races, disregarding 

political lines, that the real currents can be distinguished. 
By far the largest single element at present is the Italian, 
numbering 180,535 in 1902, — 132,915 South Italian and 
Sicilian, and 27,620 North Italian, — promising to reach or 


* 
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High Tide Immigration 


exceed a quarter of a million in 1903. The Poles 
next, with 69,620, and the Jews third, with 37,688 
Scandinavians rank fourth, with $5,780; and, contrar: 
the general impression, the Germans remain well adv 
with 51,686. ' 
Southern Italian The southern Italians constit 
Immigrant incomparably the greatest pr. 
— A Problem with which we have to deal. 
are more illiterate than any other race we receive, — th: 
the only race, in fact, that sends us a body of immigrants 
of whom the majority are unable to read or write. Gn 
135,961 southern Italians, over fourteen years old, „ 
, landed in this country in 


simple accomplishment. 
They are among the poores: 
'of all our accessions, -- the: 
brought with them, on an 
average, about ten dollars 
apiece. More of them were 
deported as -paupers, and 
persons likely to become 
public charges, than of al! 
other nationalities combined. 
They are gregarious, cling- 
ing to their city colonies in 
spite of the efforts of their 
benevolent compatriots to 
distribute them through the 


of them settled in the State 
of New York, mostly in the 
metropolis, and of the re 
mainder a large majorit) 
settled in Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts. The southern Italians are radically dil. 
ferent from the immigrants from Northern Italy. Only 
one in eight of the northern Italian immigrants is illiter- 
ate. They bring over twice as much money per head, 
and hardly any of them are deported as paupers or for any 
othtr reason. 

The southern Italians are a problem, but not a hopeless 
one. The Society for the Protection of Italian Immigrants 
is trying to scatter them over the land, and succeeding to 
some extent, For some years they have been gradual! 


ITALIAN WOMAN 


replacing negroes on the plantations of Louisiana, and 


they have finally given that State a white instead of a 
colored majority. They do much of the hard, unskilled 
labor that first the native Americans aftd then the Irish out- 
grew, and they are advancing like their predecessors. Their 
children absorb Americanism in school, and it is hardly 
likely that any of the defects we notice in the newcomers 
will survive the second generation. The Italian immigration 
for the year amounts to something like 253,000, the highest 
mark ever reached by any nationality in our history. 


1902, 76,529 lacked this - 


. 3 
country, A clear majority 
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How do the new floods of 
\xSimilation immigration affect our nationa 
ety? It is to be observed that the body into which the 
migration is absorbed is vaster now than ever before, and 
„ a6«imilating power correspondingly greater. In 1854, 
with 427,537 arrivals, the year's accession constituted over 
one and one-half per cent. of the population of the country. 
- arrivals of 1903 cannot much exceed one per cent. of 
our present population. 

[hat assimilation is keeping ahead of immigration is 
made evident by several facts. Some German critics call 
us a heterogeneous collection of nationalities; yet the last 
census showed that there were fewer people in the United 
States who could not speak English than there were in 
Germany who could not speak German. There were fewer 
pople -in the United States of foreigh birth in 1900 than 
ten years before, The number: of newspapers printed in 
foreign languages had declined, both absolutely and rela- 
tively, and the number printed in English had greatly in- 
:reaxed. The English papers were more than sixteen times 
„ numerous in 1900 as all the rest combined, and about 
wentyteight times as numerous as those in any single 


OJuestion of 


foreign language. 

European critics often fall into the error of counting the 
native children of foreign parents among our foreign popu- 
n. The truth is that the second generation of immigrant 
dock is just as thoroughly American as the tenth genera- 
it the public schools had nothing else to their credit 
than this splendid work of assimilation, they would have in- 
finitely overpaid their cost. But assimilation makes pretty 
rapid progress even in the first generation. We cannot 
rightly call the Italians, Russian Jews, and other races the 
« cffscourings ” of Europe. They may be ignorant when 
they land, but their children absorb education like sponges. 
Hur policy of excluding the diseased, the degenerate, the 
competent, has had excellent results. There is no occa- 
um for a panic fear that the American Republic will be 

washed away by the “ scum of Europe.“ | 

— Condensed from Review of Reviews. 


At Butte, Montana, Fung 
Jum, a native worker, has 
cen giving Bible lessons daily. He was just ready to sail 
China, but was persuaded to stay in the United States 
{or a time. We ent for him, paying his travelling expenses, 
nd twenty-five dollars-a month while he stays with us, and 
give him a room in the mission. It is a heavy pull upon 
the Chinese, but it is done willingly and cheerfully. We 
'<lieve that he is the one we need, and we are praying that 

« |abors may be blessed. MS. WHITMORE. 


in the Wes 


Sacramento, Cal. We have now boys who have 


wer attended before, and are having the gospel for the 
ei time. They cannot get to the school early because of 
er work, but they are $0 earnest it is a pleasure to teach 
mem 


Ine of them recently brought in a young-looking ay 
Aying he was a teacher, I got around to him as quickly 


Our. school is very good. * 
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as I could, and commenced with the A, B, C's. In one 
hour he could say the entire alghabet. He was referred to 
by the others several times regarding the pronunciation and 
meaning of Chinese characters. I pray that he may be a 
chosen vessel of the Lord. Miss Musi. 


My little day-school is pre- 
cious. They will all go to the 
public school next month. Shall get up another class, or 
teach them after school hours. Now 1 am to show their 
mothers, and help them to make American dress for all of 
the girls. While I thus help them I use the opportunity 
to tell them of Jesus. Little Oi King, whom I call Daisy, 
is seven. She has fallen in love with me and my girls, and 
it is sweet to hear her repeat over and over, „I love you, I 
love you,” as I tell her of Jesus's love to her. She listens 
intently, and says. I love Jesus.“ Miss STEIN. 


Fresno, Cal. 


Alb a Christian worker, « The greatest self-denial 1 
8 have to practise is in the matter of giving. Often and 
often I sit listening to appeals for one good cause or an- 
other with the tears running down my cheeks because 1 
cannot give.” 

„But,“ said her friend, at such times try to take this 
comfort to your soul — 1 am giving myself!“ 

It is a little thing to give money; it is a great thing to 
give one's self, and true it is, as the poet puts it, The gift 
without the giver is bare.” 


The Little Preacher 


\ il Y little budding hyacinth 

1 Was standing on the ill. 

Outside the snow was falling fast 
On dale and copse and hill, 

But my sweet little hyacinth 
Kept blooming all the day, 

And as I lay and watched it grow 
seemed to hear it say: 


What if the sun's 
Hidden from sight, — 
Somewhere it's shining, 
Somewhere it's bright. 


So be of good cheer: 
Storms will soon cease. 
Then a bright future 
Will bring thee peace. 
We must be brave, 
Never repine : 
God hath appointed 
Thy lot and mine. 


+ Itrengthen thine heart, 
Do not give way, — 
is the lesson 
I teach to-day.” 
My little preacher hyacinth 
Had preached its sermon through, 
And thoggh I found it was a dream, 
I needed it, — do you? 
— Selected. 


CE OS . 
* pon 48 
R bg fi 4 1 = =" 
&; ts 


— 


Cle 0g 


— 


— 


* ; 
0 0 ” n ene 
. OH Sat +. 


a. 


* 


—— — 


n 


* 
4 7 . * . 
Z7—aꝛ— 4 %éͤ„%,,.ö — 


8 
* 1 * 
— 


ry 7 2 Tag PI 


LE ale. 4 


We * 
FOES. 


2 Ns * 5p Ks 
Pt Hig : ow 
Aa 4-506 af gs Oy ore Raye par hat add; 
8 #% k | 


+. 
Soo 


»3\0: 


* 
bo 4 - - * 
bares + es 


1 "gw, 


2 e 


98 446 WA 


77 SP 
e 


American Baptist Home Mission Society 


Editorial Notes 
T a special meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Home Mission Society, March 28th, 
Secretary Morebouse made a detailed report 
of his visit to Porto Rico and Cuba. As he 
developed the situation and disclosed the 
past and present progress and the prospec- 
tive enlargement of a work providentially 
opened to the Baptists, he carried conviction to every mind 
and moved every heart. A resolution adopting the recommen- 
dations of the statesmanlike and comprehensive report was 
unanimausly passed. Forward march is the order in these 
islands, and the Home Mission Society will not fail to heed 
the divine command to go forward. Nor will our noble 
constituency fail to rise to this work. American Baptists 
like large and living enterprises. Our missionary Societies 
are engaged in them, and in a living way. 
# # #t 
ALREADY the Board has made appropriations for the 
purchase of church edifice property at Cayey, Barros and 
Yauco in Porto Rico, and for the building of meeting- 
houses at Songo and Niquero in eastern Cuba. Suitable 
meetinghouses are an absolute need in both islands At 
Camaguey, we are happy to state, the Baptist church will 
have the most beagitiful Protestant house of worship as yet 
erected in Cuba. 


23 Kt 
_"WriLE the story in this number is a story, it carries its 
lesson and is based on sound principles. There is consider- 
able in it, alto, that is far from*fiction, and the illustrations 
preach a strong sermon, If the contrast between the Cath. 
olic church and the meeting places in which the Baptist 
converts are obliged to huddle does not open Christian 
purves for church edifices in Cuba, word appeals will not 
be apt to. Read, digest, and then give. 

R &K * 

Now for a large gathering of our people, ministers and 
laymen, at the anniversaries in Cleveland, May 17-24. 
The place is central, the program inviting, the cause com. 
manding Churches could not do a wiser thing than send 
their pastors and some brother or sister besides. If we 
could get the fresh impulse of these May meetings trans. 
mitted to all the churches, all our missionary enterprises 
would move forward mightily this year. 

© 2 Kt 

THAT was an admirable pronouncement of the Religious 
Education Association, at its second convention, that „ the 


Plan to go. 


most important institution for the development of character 
is the family ; and that in any complete plan for character 
training the Bible must have a permanent and unique plac; 
Somewhere within our trinity of educational institutions 
the home, the Church and the school — the child is en 
titled to receive possession of those treasures of spiritual 
truth and inspiration that have hen the strength of our 
fathers and that are still the real strength of our civili:a 
tion.” Profoundly true and vital to future progress 


Cause for Thanksgiving | 
k American Baptist Home Mission Society chase 
£ its financial year with all obligations of the current 
year met, and a reduction of about $6,000 on its accumul., 
ted debt of the two previous years, leaving the actua 
indebtedness of the Society, April ist. about $22,000. in 
view of the apprehensions entertained for two or thre: 
months previous to the close of the year, this result 1» 
cause for thanksgiving to God for the blessings received 
The Society also takes occasion to thank its friends tor 
their generous response to its appeals. For several years, 
indeed vince the joint effort in behalf of the debts of 11+ 
Missionary Union and of the Home Mission Society, «. 
have neither publicly nor privately made special Solicitation 
for the payment of debts, but have relied upon the interes! 
and the liberality of our constituency to make adequate 
response in their customary offerings for the maintenance o 
the Society's work. We feel that only in a great emergenc) 
are we justified in mak ing such extra appeals. We ther: 
fore rely upon the same spirit of the denomination for th: 
enlargement of offerings the coming year, to provide (n 
the current work of the Society, and a partial if not con 
plete reduction of its indebtedness. 

It. is found that the operations of the Society duriag 
the last year have been the largest in its history, 0 that the 
results above indicated are all the more gratifying in vie» 
of this fact. The ?ppropriations for general purposes were 
almost $20,000 in advance of those of last year; this does 
not include the special appropriations or grants from he 
Church Edifice Fund. The increase in contributions iro! 
churches, individuals, etc., is about $14.500; the increa*' 
legacies, nearly $48,000 ; it being apparent therefore that 
latter item very largely delivered the Society from the e 
barrassment and peril of a greater deficit than that of lan 
year. Grateful to God for His favour during the year nt 
ended, with faith and courage the Society applies itse!! tv 
the larger tasks of the year to come, confident that 
friends will sustain it in all of its undertakings. 


—_ 


Why | Doubled 


WHICH INTRODUCES VICTOR 


ICTOR was the cause of it. 1 may 
as well say that at once. I should not 
have doubled my subscription, in all 
human probability, but for Victor. 

Victor is a young gentleman who 
taught me a number of valuable les- 
sons, though utterly unaware of the 
fact. He is a native Cuban, his home 
the little: city of Santiago, where there 
was an interesting though temporary 

military colony of Spaniards and 
Americans some years ago — though it should be said 
that the Spaniards went away after the Americans had 
decided to remain. Victor, being a Cuban and exception 
ally intelligent, was very much in Tavor of having the Span- 
ich Soldiers depart, and looked upon the Americans as the 
deliverers of his country from a foreign tyranny. He was 
ready, therefore, to regard favorably their way of doing 
things, and watched them closely, as one might study a new 
order of beings. 

Of good birth and breeding, fine tastes, and the elegant 
manners that mark the high-bred Cuban, Victor saw many 
things in the American soldiers, as well as in some Ameri- 
cans who were not soldiers, that at first puzzled, then dis 
appointed and disgusted him, In a word, he had been 
cherishing ideals, as young enthusiasts and revolutionists 
are apt to do, and now discovered that the reality was upon 
another and lower plane. From his first condition of 
believing that all Americans were as perfect as human 
beings could be, he came to that of suspecting that all 
of them were good — to leave alone. His spirits sank, and 
he was in a fair way to become hopeless and hence useless. 
He was in this mood when I first saw him. 


11 


WHICH EXPLAINS MY SUBSCRIPTION 


This reminds me that I have put the second chapter 
tirst, 50 to speak, and ought to go back and get the horse 
nd cart in right position before we drive on toward our 
»$tory 's destination. 

My sahscription was one of the unexpected things. A 
rainy Sunday and a stranger in the pulpit brought it about. 
Vartly because it was rainy | went to church that day. 
You ce when I was a boy and had to go to church — 
cause my father said so and that was all there was to it 
those days when the children had not yet come to govern 
lomestic affairs — I once heard a visiting preacher say 
wat he couldn't see why it was any more the preacher's 
ty to come out in the rain than the people's, and he won- 
'ered what they would say if the pastor stayed at home 
cause he was afraid of a little water. Somehow that 
"tuck in my memory and impressed me as 80 fair that | 
vithirew my long-cherished resolution that as soon as | grew 

p | would stop going to church, just to show that I was 
'"'z enough to do as 1 pleased, and instead of that resolved 
'at I would always ga on rainy Sundays, whatever did 
on Other days. The result was that I went all the time 
©ca15e there certainly was no reason why I shouldn't go on 
aht days. But never mind that— that's not in the 
Story 
| Hh int is that I went on the rainy Sunday, as my 
"abit vas. And there in the pulpit sat a stranger, with 
{ace 1 cheery and a form $0 portly and a color S roy that 


church seem sunny just to see him. He led in 
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My Subscription , 


prayer, and such a prayer as he made. He took us all up 
into the Heavenly Fatheg's loving arms, and sheltered 
us there amid our — mercies and blessings. 
Then, when we were feeling how good the Great Father 
was to us, he asked for blessing upon a people who were 
dear to the same Heavenly Father, but had no churches 
like ours, no preachers of the glad tidings of salvation, no 
knowledge as yet of the real gospel of the Lord jesus. 
He made us feel how much we had and how much they 
needed. It was close to the Infinite Love we were, and my 


heart was wonderfully moved. 1 was doubly sorry it was 


rainy, for I wanted the whole bright.day congregation to 
hear that prayer. 

Then the pastor introduced the visitor as a missionary 
from Cuba, who had been freed from another engagement 
unexpectedly, and had accepted his invitation to come and 


tell us about the new work of our Home Mission Society in 


eastern Cuba, which he 
knew all about since he was — 
in charge of it. The only 
regret was the rain and the 
small congregation, which 
would have been larger had 
there been chance to an- 
nounce the missionary the 
Sunday preceding. "The 
audience was pitiably small 
— | felt that. 

But the missionary said 
the Lord was responsible 
for the weather and we for 
doing our duty. He be- 
lieved that a special bles- 
sing awaited them from that 
rainy-day service. He had 
a great subject and a great 
Master and a great faith in 


What a talk he gave us. He took us t into the 
island and showed us the people, their condition wocially 
and religiously, the way they had suffered at the hands of 
the priests and had grown to doubt and dislike such religion, 
their hunger for the 23 as he told them about it, and 
the need especially of suitable places in which to worship. 
He made us see one of the Cuban congregations, the mean 
little house utterly unfit for such use., the contrast between 
that and the churches to which the people had been 


accustomed, and the difficulty of doing the work that must 
be done in such distressing conditions. He put a glow // 
around that work that made every one of us there warm 


ery 
toward it. And then he asked if in that little company 
there was not some money that, if used as the Master would 
have it used, would help build a suitable house of worship 
in Cuba, 


WHICH CONTAINS CONFESSION AND AMENDMENT _ 


Now for my confession. I had taken little interest in 
missions of any kind. 1 was one of those well-intentioned 
but, as I now see, uninformed church members who think it 
a waste to give money to other folks when there is «0 much 
to be done in our own church and con 2-6 
that if the Lord wanted the foreign heathen converted he'd 


no claim on me. It was pure selfishness, for 1 gave to my 
own church support a stingy bit compared to my ability; 


I 


. 4 


3 but I had blinded myseli, and thought I was quite generous, 
with my dollar a Sunday. 

But this missionary preacher, as he told what the mis- 
Sionaries joyously did i the cause, and what the people 
were willing to endure for their new religion, «omehow 
| clutched my heartstrings, and suddenly a light flashed across 
E my eves. I forgot exactly where 1 was, and When he 
B plumped that question about a meeting-house straight at 
| us, without stopping to think about the time and place and 

T7 people, I spoke up and said: 

1 * Put me down for $200, if that'll help.” 

„Help,“ said the preacher, „I guess it will, Thank 
God for your prompt response, brother! I knew good was 
coming out of this rainy Sunday. Does any one else want 
to take a share in this meeting house“ 

| | was fairly startled when I realized what I had done, 

' but 1 was not a man to back down on my word, no matter 
if the. neighbors did wonder what had happened to me. 
As for my wife, who had always been the missonary 
worker for both of us, 1 did not dare look at her, but 1 felt 
the pressure of a hand and suspected how she felt. 

The pastor added a word, and I will only say that the 
rainy Sunday subscriptions did not stop until we had $400 
stock in a Cuban church, half of it mine. I felt as proud 
as though I had found a gold-mine, Missions had a new 
meaning to me from that hour, for now I had a personal 
interest, and I wanted to know more about my investment. 


IV 
WHICH INTRODUCES MYSELF 


Who am I? Just an average layman of the Baptist 
church in Plympton. For a strictly honest confession, per- 


CONTRAST BETWEEN OUR MEETING PLACES AND THE CATHOLIC — wE MUST ond 
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haps a little below the average. I am a fairly 
merchant, blexsed with good health, a good wi: 
might make it stronger and not do her jus! 
a good pastor. I used to think myself a far 
than I do now. I was well satisned with my+ 
counted among our highly esteemed townsmen 
local paper, was a member of the school board 
the village fathers,” and had served as delegat: 
State Convention. But since that rainy Sunday 
been much more humble, and I am glad to say more 
ous. Yet that is not the word. I am trying to act lik: 
honest steward. 

That was what led me to take a vacation, for 
time in many years. At tea one evening I said to M 


Pretty man. Can you be ready to sail for Cuba ne 


Saturday? 

My wife is a remarkable woman. Instead of gasping 
looking amazed and asking a lot of questions, she 
cahny as if I had proposed going out to see Some of 
neighbors, © Yes, Timothy, if you say the word.” 

« Say it 1 do,” I replied. 1 have engaged the sta. 
room and bought the tickets, and we're going to . 
site for that church of ours, Martha. I'm a little do: 
whether Brother Moseley has made the right selection. a 
| want to be sure before | pay the balancy of my + 
scription,”” 

When I told the pastor why I was going, he laughed a 
said he believed the real reason was that I wanted to ec 
the shingles for the roof and have them stained instead © 
painted. The parson has a saving sense of humour. * 


V 
} 
WHICH DESCRIBES AN ACQUAINTANCE 


If I were writing a book, 1 should describe the ocean 
voyage and the fine meals we did not eat, and the wonder 
of passing from winter to summer, from woollen to line! 
Not being a writer, I will only say that we arrived in Sa: 
tiago safely, and had a royal welcome from our cheer: 
missionary preacher.. It was worth going down there to sce 
how much the people think of him, and what a father he 
is to them all. I was delighted with everything — that is 
forgetting the island insects. 

My first real Cuban acquaintance was Victor. He found 
me trying to make a Spaniard understand English. a» 
helped us both, since he understood both languages. Thin 
we struck up an acquaintance, and little by little 1 learne: 
his story and his disappoirtment, and came to like bi: 


greatly. I tried to give him a different idea of Americans, 


* ved him how they were of all sorts, like other 
dehble. asked him to go with me to one of the meetings 
let me introduce him to the missionary, but he was shy 
' ed. 

Imagine my surprise and joy then, when, at the anniver 
the young people's society in the church, I saw him 
, and apparently deeply interested. I watched his 
</re58ive face, and saw a soul struggling into the light. 
the meeting was over his eyes fairly shone, and he 

an expression such as only new converts wear. 
| | saw him next he told me simply that he was a 
Christian, and was Studying the way of jesus. I never 
carl any one talk so naturally and beautifully about relig- 
as though it was his very life, business and all. Then 
the letter which he sent to the church, asking for 
memb-rship. I confess again, that when 1 joined the 
ch as a young fellow I couldn't have written any such 
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letter, or told any such 


Victor was à revela- 
n to me. I felt small beside bim; but his joy in his 
new lite kindled a glow in my poor like that of my own 


Conversion. 


V1 
WHICH CONCLUDES THE CONFESSION 


But how did 1 come to double: my subscription? 

On a Sunday the missionary was telling the people about 
1s visit ta the United States and how gladly the Christians 
there heard about the work in Cuba and gave to carry it on. 
en he told about his rainy Sunday, and his friend who 

bed $200; and said perhaps they could guess 
o the friend was. Whereupon they all looked at me 
wznifticantly. 

He acked the clic to make an offering for the church 

yaiiding fund, and if you could ste how readily they 

repo led. They had little to give, but gave what they 
nad. and did it with such a spirit that I felt ashamed of my 
asd and even of my present, though it was an improve- 

Then Hung Victor rose and asked if he might say a 
wi. He desired to acknowledge that when he first met 
ner benefactor — I knew 1 didn't deserve the word, but 
* unde! 50 fine from his lips — he was on the point 

{ utter «cepticigm about religion and Americans. He said 
vo himself, 1 will try this one, and if he is like the others I 


Home Mission Echces 13 


have known I will believe in no. one. Closely he watched 
me. After a time he made my acquaintance, And now he 


wanted to do only justice in say ing that it was what be saw 
in me that led him &© accept his friend's invitation to a 
gospel meeting, though he had refused to accept mine. 


To show his gratitude, he would offer his earnings for the 
next year, above his bare board; as for clothes he had 
enough. 

That was too much for me. My heart was full. 8 

God had been forgiving and good to me. How moe 
happiness I had missed and how many opportunities let 2 
by through my blind selfishness and © 
unfaithfulbess. I was too thankful and happy for WT 
to think ohe Soul had been made better through my poor 
life. But l told them I had done very little, and wanted to 
double my subscription then and there for their neighbor 
church, which 1 looked upon as partly mine; and if more 


was needed to dedicate free of debt, Brother Moseley was 
to let me know. 

What delight it was to go out to my chapel,” and feel 
that I had a solid investment Eastern Cuba seemed next 
door to paradise. Not because of its tropical beauty, but 
because there 1 learned the genuine joy of stewardsh 
and the blessedness of giving; there I met the kind of con- 
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verts . are going to make of Cuba some day a noble 


Christian example to her big neighbor. 

That was how I came to double my subscription. Nor 
did my interest stop with Cuba, it only began there. 1 
discovered that I had needy brothers on other continents, 
and when the foreign mission offering came in our church, 
though the Sunday wasn't rainy, I spoke in meeting again, 
simply confessing that I had not known about the great 
mission work as | ought to have done in past years, and 
wanted to give $200 for the work overseas. If I Should 
take a notion to inspect China, I might double that sub- 
scription also. 

WHAT DOES IT ALL MATTER? Everything to me; and I 
think not less to you, everybody bearing the Christian 
name. Who helps to build a church in Cuba or in China 
helps answer the Lord's prayer, Thy kingdom come.” 

In view of the glory of the work and greatness of the 
need, if only I could inspire all of you, my brethren and 
sisters in the churches, to join with me, and double our 
$ubscriptions ! 


Conditions in Camaguey 

BY REV. DAVID A. WILSON 

ROGRESS along different lines is 
being made in this field. Four new 
Stations have been opened within a 
few weeks, making in all eight regular 
preaching places in our province. At 
all the new stations the people have 
attended in large numhers, and many 
have expressed themselves as believing the doctrine we 
preach. But the force of workers is altogether too small. 
At most of these places only a week. night meeting can be 
held. On Sunday night, when the largest attendance could 
be secured, there is no one to preach the Word. The 
greatest need is and has been more workers. © Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest that he send forth 
laborers into his harvest.” May some young man who 
reads these lines, in whose Heart is the love of Christ, be 
led to look toward Cuba as a field. Surely this.is a needy 


Held, and where can one he found of larger promise? 


There is urgent need for at least one more American mis- 
$ionary in this province. He ought to be here now learn. 
ing the language and preparing for active service, for the 
fields are white already to the harvest. 

Work on the new church building in this city is progress- 
ing very satisfactorily, and we hope the house will be com. 
pleted and ready for occupancy by the latter part of May. 
The building is attracting a great deal of attention, not 
only in the city, but throughout the province; it is every- 
where known and spoken of, When finished it will be 
the handsomest and most convenient Protestant church 
structure at present in the island. It will seat from 450 to 
$00 people, and will be well adapted to our purposes. The 
building stands on a corner of the best residence street, 
only one block from the central park. This is the first 
really modern structure, and will be an ornament to the old 
city. The people here show great interest in its completion, 
45 hope it may give a new impulte to the work. 

he appropriation made for the erection of this beautiful 
house of worship wik not be sufficient to cover the cost of 


all the necessary appurtenances. It is probable that wme 
friend of Cuba would be glad to send the Home Mission 
Society a few hundred dollars for these needful things. 
Such an organ as we need for this house would probabh 
cost $200 laid down here. It should be in place before the 
dedication. Will not some reader send the amount, and 
relieve us of this much? Some one else could furnis} 
the bell. How delightful the sound of one of your beauti- 
ful silvertongued bells would be on every Lord's day 
morning, as it pealed forth amid the clanging and jangling 
of the scores of old cracked-voiced bells which fill the nine 
or ten Catholic temples of this city! If you can give a 
smaller amount, let me know, and 1 will be glad to sugges! 
to what particular object it could be devoted with adva: 
tage. Reader, would you not like to have a part in finishing 
up the first Protestant church.building in this, one of the 
oldest cities in all the western world ? 

We hope the house will be ready to dedicate the latter 
part of May, and the readers of Ecnoes are cordially in 
vited to visit Cuba and be present on the occasion. 

Camagitey, Cuba. 


The New Headquarters 
EPEAT it a few times — 312 Fourth Avenue, corner 
Twenty-third Street. By the time the May Ecuors 
is read, that will be the headquarters of the Home Mission 
Society. The Metropolitan Life Building, with its white 
front and stately architecture, is one of the most con. 
spicuous objects on Madison Square. It covers almost the 
entire block bounded by Madison Square, Twenty-third, 
Fourth Avenue, and Twenty-fourth Street. These Rooms 
will be the most satisfactory yet occupied by the Society. 
as well as the most centrally and conveniently located 
Many lines of travel converge at Madison Square. It wil 
be easy for our friends to find us, and they will always 
be welcome. | 
When the Society moved from Temple Court, nine years 
ago, up-town movements made the change desirable Th: 
time removal became imperative, on the expiration of the 
lease. It will bring a general improvement in working 
conditions The elevator entrances at the corner © 
Twenty-third Street and Fourth Avenue lead directly to the 
Rooms, which have clear outlook eastward. Remember 
the location, Metropolitan Life Building,. Fourth Avenue 
and Twenty-third Street; while for correspondence pur- 
poses, the American Baptist Home Mission Society, 312 
Fourth Avenue, New York, will be sufficient. 


Commencement at Shaw 

HE Medical and Law Departments of Shaw Univer 
4 sity, Raleigh, N. C., held their commenceme"! 
Thursday, April 14. The address was by Dr. Cortlanc 
Myers, of Brooklyn. The Medical School graduated tv" 
ty one new colored doctors, the School of Pharmacy <<"! 
out seven men. In the ten years of Dr. Meserve's high! 
efficient presidency 172 have been graduated from the Shan 
professional schools, and have taken rank in all sections 0 
the South among the successful leaders of their race 
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ANNA SARGENT HUNT: 


After the Winter 


n | Tx VER a blizzard that cometh to stay. 
1 Chasing the stars from the bright skies away : 
After the winter the bloom of the May, 
And the rosiest top o' the mornin' ! 


« Sorrow's a Shadow, and «wiftly it goes — 
Even as a river that oceanward flows : 
Over the ruin the red of the rose, 
And love, and the light o' the mornin'!” 


f HE topic of the month, 
From Across the Atlan- 

tic,” brings vividly to 

mind the sights we saw 

on the occasion of visits to Castle Garden, New York, 

the former, and Ellis Island the present landing-place 

of the immigrants: 

50 many thousands of Suede and Norwegians, of Ger- 
mans and Italians, as poured out of the transports through 
te long entrance ways, passing the scrutiny of physicians 
and detectives, and moving on: to take their turns at the 
_ for the purpose of W their names and to 

ave certain blanks filled in. 

we Shall never forget the 1 mothers with their 
1054cheeked children, playing as contentedly on the bare 

ors at Castle Garden as in the snowy fields of their cold 
mountain homes. 

The-women made pretty ad with their clean hand- 
kerchiefs folded cornerwise on their heads, and in their 
long sachs, lined with sheepskin (worn also by the children) 

r for winter hor weed such as America can 
offer the m. 


Never baby, in ae 4 looked happier than 


Seemed 


many a little one in the pack, which served for its cradle, 
upon the mother's back. And just as acceptable to their 
wearers would be the articles of the wardrobes in the big 
bundles of clothing sometimes balanced on the heads of the 
women, as are ever the delicately scented garments in my 
ladies' chests on the fashionable city avenues. 

Nor shall we forget the gaily dressed Italian women, — 
the women of the rainbow skirts and gaudy aprons, — wearing 
upon their heads $scarfs and richly wrought handkerchiefs 
in blue, green, purple, scarlet, and white. Such a motley 
crowd of old and young, fathers and mothers, come to join 
their children in America; strong young men and women, 


all hopeful for the new life before them. 


Never did we so long to be able to speak to them in their 
native languages. Profoundly grateful were we that mis- 
sionaries of every denomination were there to give their 
advice and help, and to put Bibles and. Testaments into 
their hands, to shine as lights along their untried ways. It 
is no small part of our Home Mission work to do this 
foreign mission work right here upon our own shores. 


Missionary Alphabet 


Always attend the meetings. 
Re prompt. 
Collect money and pledges often. 
Do all things heartily as unto the Lord. 
Every one can do something — 
For Jesus sake. 
Give sygtematically. 
Now mich owest thou my Lord ? 
Invite your neighbors. | : 
goin faith and works. 
Knowledge insures interest. 
Leam about the work, and you will love the work. 
Make preparations for the meetings. 
Never be discouraged. 
Qumizssion, not mission, is written against too many of our 
names. 
Pray, pay, and persevere. 
irt, persistent, prayerful work needed. 
Read the missionary magazines. 
F$tudy the needs and the fields. 
Talk about the work. 
u- influence, time, means, whatever Cod has given you. 
You and pay unto the Lord your vous. 
Whatzsoever be saith unto you, do it. 
XK pect great things from God. 
You have each an individual responsibility. 
Teal, enthusiasm, love. will insure success. 
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Bonny May 
1s Wy? comes this way, with 
«miles 80 gay, 
And feet 80 lightly tripping ? 
— A little queen with mantle green, 
From dainty shoulders slipping-. 
In pink and white the blossoms |Iright 
Run swiftly out to meet her, 


The brooks rejoice to hear her voice, 
And robins sing the sweeter. 


* She came last year, the pretty dear, 
All frolic, fun, and dimples, 
She kissed the buds, untied their hoods, 
And coaxed apart their crimples ; 
. The honey-bee flew quick to see, 
The white-winged moth came after; 
Oh, bonny May, in work or play, 
She sets the world to laughter.” 
— Primary Education. 


Many years ago some very sweet poems, © Little Boy 
Blue and Bye and Bye,” appeared in the Ecnoes from 
the pen of the writer of the story which we this month give 
to our little folks. Ware very glad to welcome this contrib. 
utor to our columns. If our little folks will look in the old 
ECHoErs files of November, 1887, and September, 1888, 
.. they will find the poems mentioned. 


One Little Life 
BY NELLIE WOODBURY STOXE 


fp HAT did you say your name is, little man? 

It was the little man's first day at school, 
and he was proudly escorting his teacher 
back for the afternoon's session. 

Pr. Alfred Vernon Dodge,” was the prompt reply. 

„What!“ 

The teacher was a Stranger in the town, and her voice 

expressed her amazement at the unexpected reply. 

„Oh, I forgot Mamma said vou wouldn't understand. 
and i mustn't say the doctor, The rest is all right.“ 

« Alfred Vernon Dodge? 

„Ves. It's like papa's name, only they put on the 
Alfred, so as to know which doctor to call for when I'm 
grown up.” 

„He, said his teacher. S0 you expect to be a 
doctor, do you?” ; 


„Course. All my ancestors were, and I s' 
"spect me to be, too.” 

« Your ancestors? asked the teacher, in a pur 
She did not quite understand all the remark: 
her little escort, but she found them inte 
teresting. 

« Why, yes. My papa, and grandpa. 
grandpa were all doctors; and mamma“ 
was going to be, but after all he tho: 
rather be a chemist. It's a great 'spons 
he added, soberly. 


— 


„Ves,“ responded the lady, that is «- 
papa was a doctor, too, and my little brot 
intended to be one if he grew up.” 

„Didn't he?” asked the sympathetic little voice 
side, quick to catch a sad tone in her words. 

No, he died last spring.“ 

„Oh, I'm so sorry. Can't I be your little brother u! 
you are here?” ; 

« You darling! Yes, you may.” 

The teacher had not intended to be so confidential. 
her heart ached yet at the loss of the well. beloved younger 
brother, and something in the quaint remarks of the lit 
lad reminded her of him 80 forcibly, that she spoke almos! 
unawares. They walked on for a few moments in silence, 
both Jausy with their thoughts. 

nally the teacher said, But why do you put doctor 
before your name now? 

„Oh, I liked it when I was a little fellow so well, and 
teased folks to call me that so much, that everybody did at 
last. I got 80 used 0 it that 1 say it before I think.” 

« I suppose I must call you Alfred in school, though.“ 
said the teacher. : | 

« Yes'm, so mamma said. It won't seem natural, and i! 
I don't notice at first, you must scuse me; I'll get uscd 
to it after awhile, and then I won't bother.” . 

don't think you'll bother anyway, and I'n try to re 
member what is the reason if you don't answer at firs: 
Good-by, Alfred,” she said, with a mischievous smile, tor 
they had now reached the school yard. 

Good. by, teacher,” he called gleefully, and ran to join 
his mates. 

As he had explained, his immediate ancestors were all 
doctors; and his father, the present Dr. Vernon Dodge. 
was well and favorably known, not only in his native place. 
but throughout the county, and even further; for certain 
articles of his in the medical journals had recently attracted 
considerable attention from the fraternity far and near. 

From the moment that he could talk almost, little Alfred 
had insisted on being called by the title he had given his 
teacher. Docker A'f'ed Vernon Dodge,” he used to say. 
in reply to a request for his name, and it was given in su- h 
a cute way, with a little lisp that could not quite pronounce 
it right, that friends of the family always asked for it v hen 
they called. He was certainly a very precocious child. and 
his interest in all things that pertained to his father's pro 
fession showed itself at an incredibly early age. 

His first patient was a beautiful Angora kitten that be 


'found one day with a broken leg, in the field near his home 


2 


1k her to the house, and begged his father to attend 
er, + Make her leg go right, papa. I'll take care of 
| if vou will.” Thinking it would be a good object- 
father administered ether, and set the leg, ex- 
the process in as simple language as possible, and 
had a very attentive pupil. True to his promise, little 
ch had cared for the kitten daily, rocking her to sleep, 
ling her with unfailing regularity. 

What is her name?” asked his aunt one day, as he sat 
« little rocker, with the kitten in his lap, and a «mile on 
« You look as happy as if you had found a gold- 


- 


ie answer was to clap his hands softly, as he said with 
pling laugh: “ Auntie, you've told it yourself. I couldn't 
| what to call her, but her name shall be Goldie,” for 
is a gold-mine of happiness for me.” And a very grate- 
ile friend did Goldie prove herself to be, following her 
{actor about like a dog, until the two were almost 
para! ble. 
His next patient was the big St. Bernard, Bruno. The 
came home limping one day, and with a badly scratched 
having evidently been among the thorns. PapA's aid 
again Hught, and the embryo physician took two more 
noble art of healing,” and the dog was his 
nstant care until the wounds were healed, and after that 
die had a strong rival in devotion, as Bruno was more 
thful than ever in looking after his little playmate. 
When Alfred went to schodl, the name he $0 highly 
ed was caught from the little friend, who had previ- 
ae known him, and Doctor Fred,” or the simple prefix 
alone, was all he was called by his schoolmates. A bright, 
-rrv little fellow he was, as full of fun as a nut is of meat, 
: withal so tender-hearted and kind that he was soon a 
ziversal favorite. His thoughtfulness showed itself in 
; xpecial way when the cool weather came on, Sitting near 
y, was a little girl, evidently from the poorest class. as her 
Nuit testified. One day he remained after school. 
spoke to his teacher about her. 
Can't you find out where Mina lives? be asked. I'm 
aich che doesn't have enough to eat, she looks «© thin and 
She was crying yesterday, and I asked her if she 
were sick. She said, No, but her papa was 1 was going 
'5 ask if he had a doctor, but the bell rang just then, and 
ran off 1 know papa oy go to see the sick man if 
«ed him.“ 
teacher looked down into the earnest eyes 115080 to 
rt and her heart smote her that a mere child should 
d noticed the evident need that she herself had so care. 
passed by, „I find out to-morrow, if possible, — 
or, she added, after an instant's hesitation. 
+ Thank you,” he replied, gravely, though the gleam in his 
e *howed that he appreciated his teacher's use of the title, 
„ she was careful to avoid in school hours, and had 
er spoken before. | 
eilten questioning soon showed the family to be a worthy 
Mut in dire need of the common necessities of life, 
\ g-nerous hands only too willingly supplied. and 
re the term closed Doctor Fred had the satisfaction of 
ing a !i1tle color in Mina's pale cheeks, and of knowing 
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that but for his thoughtfulness her father might have died 
for want of proper care and nourishment. 

Nothing of special interest occurred during the winter, 
but in the spring there came another chance to Show his 
mettle. One day a frightened horse ran down the street 
past the schoolhouse. The children were just filing out, 
and one little girl, who was on the sidewalk nearest the 
team, was so overcome with fear that she fainted away. 
The other girls clustered about her, but one with more 
clearness of thought screamed as the boys came in sight: 

Oh, Doctor Fred, come here quick! What's the matter 
with Susie; 5 

He ran across the yard, and said, as he saw the little 
form in the heap on the ground: I guess she's fainted. 
Stand back and give her air. Some one get some water, 
and help me lay her out on the ground. Call teacher.” As 
he gave these orders in a quick, clear voice, different ones 
sprang to do his bidding, for he was a born leader, and 
although one of the youngest children there, the others felt 
the confidence his tone implied. He had once scen a 
woman faint in his father's office, and had watched to zee 
what was done, treasuring up the knowledge for future use. 
His surmise was correct, and by the time Miss Brown 
arrived, Susie had opened her eyes in surprise at the 
ene. F 

She ought not to go back into school,“ said the embryo 
physician. Please may I go home with her? I'll come 
right back.” Permission was readily given, and the happy 
little fellow toob Susie home, and carefully explained to the 
frightened mother what had happened. 

+] think she'll be all right now, for she only fainted 
because the horse scared her $0. Don't worry,” he added, 
with his brightest smile, and lifting his cap in parting, hur- 
ried back to his lessons. This incident added greatly to 
his prestige, and it was a wonder that he was not spoiled, 
but he scarcely seemed to realize that he received wore 
than the usual amount of petting, and his disposition re- 
mained unchanged by praise. 

The week after school closed, another event occurred 
that might have had even more serious consequences had 
not the dark. eyed little doctor been present to prevent it. 
A little friend had received a tookchest for a birthday pres 
ent, and was showing its contents to an admiring group of 
his companions one morning. 

„Just see this hatchet!” he exclaimed. 
beauty ? 

« Look out you don't cut down any cherry - trees, laughed 
one in reply. 

„Ohe promised papa not to use it unless he was with 
me, until 1 have learned how to handle it carefully, ex- 
plained the proud owner. 

« Re careful you don't drop it on thass bare feet. It 
might be too sharp,“ said another, in fun, 

But his warning came too late. How it happened no one 
could tell, but the hatchet did drop, and one sharp point 
went into the flesh deep enough to cut an artery. As the 
blood spurted up, the boy started to run to the house, but 
a hand grasped him and held him back. 
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Isn't it a 


(To be continued) 
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j / "utney, $6.00 ; aa Springfield, —A— gg T4 : Rutland. 
13 ontributions from individua's, churches, etc., in New England for Converse Chrels 10.009 ; ownshen $5.25 tenningt 
FH : the American 2 — Mesſon Society, should be sent to Rev. $40.50; Montpelier, $23.00; Derby Centre, *. 50; Saxton's 
I» * T. Hazlewood, D. D., District Secretary, re mont Temple, Boston. River, $22.25; Whiting. 63.30; Bennington, Junior „ 6 
BY Mass. Halifax, $5.00; Halifax, Primary 8. K. $100; K, Lond: 
Þ derry, Mrs. r 1 £ — 1 2 n 
* , 8K. Londonderry, Juniors . arlington, $52.87 ; Brut 
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| For the General Work MASSACHUSETTS, $86,916.02. Boston, en t. Mrs 
14 A. Hibbard, 613.00; Newton Centre, $202.24; Orange, 1« 
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7 3 8 15 051 28. Harrin ton. J. , E.. | $64 $0; 8wans island. Hadley, $1, Oh ; Hast Dedham m. os, 00 : Last Longmen * " 
3 * Church, 00; Yarmouth, $27.00 ; 1 — Bo Fails, Pleasant $7.00 ; Holyoke, 24, $49.78; pr ngfield, Carew t., Primar: 
1 tt 5 $0. Paris, $9.63; Addizson Point, $6.11 ; Waterbors, K. K., $3.38; Springfield, ict, "AY Apringteid, Hightand 
FT 4.00; China, $6.19; Racy, Church, $10.36; Brooklin, % oe: Weatfield, $17.00; Willimansett. $4.70 ; East Some! 
* armouthville. Rand, $3.90 Nest Levant, Mrs. M. It. Rice, ville, J. B. v. F. U., $87.00; Hyannis, $12.00; 80. Yarmont! 
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